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1. Presently Chairman of the Permanent taTO %ilitary Committee, General

Adolf Heusinger's last assignment in .Jest Germany was that of Inspector General

of the West German Armed Fcaces, a position roughly equivalent to our Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of staff. He was born in Holzminden on the Weser on 4 Ogust 1897,

and 	 a member of an old 'prunswick family of theologians and philologists. He

and his wife Gerda have two crown daughters, one of whom lives with them in Ashington.

2. k Career ermy officer, the 64 year old Heusinger enterad the EMCCEEECKg

German army during World War I as a rrivate. Comrdssioned ele- a second lieutenant in k2

1916, he was captured by the 'Pritish a :ear later while servinc as an infantry

platoon leader in France. after his relese from captivity in Fngland, Heusinger

INNEENNXMX/CMCDEMICX returned to the Reichswehr. Petween 1931 and 1934 Heusinger

was assianed to the Operations Training Eivision of the TrupTenamt where his career

as a military jilailifigniffik planning e yr.ert rea12;. , began. In 1937 he was

assigned to the Plans and Operatia-Ins Divisicn of the ,;rmy Ceneral Staff, XXIXTUMEA
illaUWW1400131IYISECNEW where he served as aixt deputy . until 1940 and division
infiganalECWHEENKX/XYVWXXXIBMIYMMYXMOIKIKUVIMEET.. A-v ,•.f.. ff.

chief until 1944	 In this capacity he wns engaged in across-tha,board military
maxivragicaougmrrainnzrzrraoro raffiaNraRCYYMIT-rigralTWITZ47= DEC
planning in the fullAwa classic MEM Gene-al Staff sense of the term.

a • Py 1936 Heusinger Vh2 a	 jor; thererifter, suc-aaaive promtions acivanced him

to Iieutenent rolonel in :939, 7olona in 1940, 'ricadier :'enaaal in 1741, aad "ajor
in the bunker

General in 1943. On July 20, l9.4, heuainaer V3E a 4 andin,taaside Hitler delivering

a briefing when the ..i.auffenberg bomb detonated. i;ounded hy splinters from the

explosion, he wz,s, hozpitaied 	 .!,3 tten taken to a Cestero prison when it

became known that he was aware that pheparF.tions RUKUNIWIKIN had been in progress

for a coup. After admitting to the Go:Aare thrit	 hnO nt arroved of Hitler's

•.7ecis5ens and wished thnt the Fuehrer would return the mg/mum handling
L.

of militaay operaaians to the milry, he was releaser' for lack of.	 actual

complicity in thc plot, and retired.



4. Upon his surrender to U, rmy authorities in ay 1945, the question of

his implication as a war criminal arose in cnnnection with certain orders which he

signed or initialed which had resulted in the execution of captured Russian political

indoctrination officers and Allied comilandos. The case was maamined by the Nuernberg

Tribunal, and it was decided that while he had played KIK a leading role in the

military chain of ccmmand and had demonstrably concurred in the questionable orders

by having initialled them, there was no NM= basis for a charge of complicity in

war ecrimed. ICIESECCXXIMMEMINXMOCEnerearnarl From 1945 to 1948 Heusinger then
from time to time

served/Without pay as a research ccnsultant for the Office of the United States

Chief Counsel for War rrimes at NUernberg.

5. In 1947, fieusinger joined General Gehlen's intelligence organization. As

chief of Gehlen i s evaluation group, Heusinger won the respect of both his American

and German colleagues for professirTal comp ptence and rersonel integrity. The

excellence of Gehlen's evaluation staff today is due, in some meanure, to.Heusingerls

supervision from 1947 until 1951. MCANY3CLEMNiffifiPPEXIMMINEQUENXINEEMarri

MUINNXXXANKIIINNIXXIX During 1950 in his dual role asunofficial military advisof

and senior officer in the Gehlen organization, Heusinger was an influential

representative of Yd.:2. interests in both rerman remilitarization and the Gehlen

group. Vith his assignment to Bonn and return to a military career, Heusinger has

•disassociated himself from intelligence affairs. At the same time, Hensinger has

continued to consult with and confide in CIA representatives with whom he was•assoc-

iated as a member of the Gehlen organization,PfMaCaMPOWINCROUXIM:461100Ban

reporting with remarkable candor, thereby voluntarily kePping the U.S. government

informed AR of various critical political, military and intelligence matters affecting

U.S. policy. In our view, Heusinger's political views are clearly consistent with

U.S. objectives.



6. Owing to his long career as a German Staff officer, Heusinger has ben
the problems of

deeply interested in German/remilitarization. He has, however, remained aloof from the

political intrigues of the various groups of former German officers agitating for

West German rearmament and recognition from the Ponn government. As a result, in the

fall of 1951 Heusinger em prged as a ranking representative of moderate e:ements

of the former German officer corps, and kdenauer, with the concurrence of Dr. Kurt

Schumacher, then head of the Socialist opposition, appointed Heusinger to an advisory

committee established to initiate consultative liaison with Allicd militnry authorities.

In this quasi-official capacity as military spokesman for Chancellor Adenaner, Heusinger

had several conferences with Mr. Meloy, General George P. Hays, Mr. 6amuel Reber and

Dr. Conant. On 22 January 1951, Adensuer, Heusinger and General Hans Speidel were the

guests of 1 .1r. McCloy at a dinner in honor of Genenil Eisenhower. On this occasion,

General Eisenhower singled out Heusinger and Speidel to explain his 1945 views on German

generals and to asure them of his high regard for the German professional soldier and

of his interest in the integration of West German Armed Forces into the European

Defense Community. This meeting left a profound imp'-ession on Heusinger who felt

Eisenhower shared his optimism for the future of Vest German contingents in the defense

of Europe.

7. By the fall of 1951. General Heusinger was officially established in the dfice
then

'of/West German Defense Minister Thewdor Plank as 'op military a r!visor. In the summer

of 1952 he was designated coordinator of German military defense planning. In this

position he was a deft mediator between the Adenauer Government, the Socialist Party,

former German officers groups, and Allied military authorities. )00CeDilpODOECEKKNX

DIMICIDEMEXPIEMEWNIXECIDDCIIMMIE114/7NECEMINXIMMIXECX In 1957, Heusinger was

promoted to rank of full general and was appointed Inspector General of the West German

armed forces. With respect to wartime record and personal integrity and capability,

Huusinger MIMI passed with flying colors the KIMMNIKIX West German committee



constituted to examine prospective officers for the new Federal Armed Forces, MU

The committee, which had an excellent record of	 integrity, expressed reservations

Only with respect to Heusinger's command ability, owing to the fact that he had never
major

in fact held a/troop command. Heusinger's =amp superior ability as a senior
General Staff planning officer is NUNNNIKIly widely recognized.

8. 23(MigilWXXXICCIEME While a comprehensive judgment of Heusinvc. 's war

record is not the responsibility of this agency, we fully concur with the background

statement of IIIIN the State Department made to the press by Lincoln White en

12 December 1961 which reads in part as follows:

°...Heusinger along with all other key Federal Republic officers were

cleared by a special parliamentary committee in connection with his

original Bundeswehr appointment. His appointmentk to his present position

was unanimously aprroved by all fourteen governments representatMed

on the NATO Military Committee, xi= some of which governments suffered

just as grievously as the Soviets at the hands of the Nazi regime.

Investigations of Heusinger by the Allies after the end of the war do not

bear out any of the Soviet charges against Heusinger,and in fact after

these investigations cleared Heusinger, he seved as consultait to the

United States prosecution staff at the Nuermberg trials. Heusinger

was aware of the twentieth of July plot against Hitler and was subsequently

arrested and interroEated at length by the Gestapo with resulant dismissal

from active military service.'


